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Two years earlier in late November he had
arrived in the border region pasture as a production team
member from Beijing snow covered the land as far as the
eye could see. The Olonbulag is located southwest of the
Great Xing' an mountain range directly north of Beijing
it shares a border with Outer Mongolia. Historically it
was the southemn passage between Manchuria and the
Mongolian steppes and as such the site of battles be-
tween a host of peoples and nomadic tribes as well as a
territory in which the potential struggles for dominance by

nomads and farmers was ever present 12
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People had told him there is no animal more
determined than a wolf and he was eager to see not only
how great the wolves’ appetite and determination might be

but also what kind of hunters they were ' 17,
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determined
determination

determined if
you are determined to do something you have made a
firm decision to do it and you will not let anyone prevent
you. determination
the quality that makes you continue trying to do

something even when this is difficult.
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By then Bilgee had reached the flock push-

ing the sheep out of the way as he called to his dog
Bar Bar ” In Mongol bar means tiger’ Bilgee' s was
the biggest most ferocious wolthound in the camp. It was
not as long from nose to tail as one of the large wolves

but it was taller and broader in the chest thanks to its

partial Tibetan lineage ' 10,
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The wolves come at night " Batu said “ so
we relieve him then. He' s never taken gazelles during the

day so we came instead. We can work faster.” ! %
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The old man circled the area twice before
choosing a spot next to one of the carcasses. Chen dis-
mounted and started digging in the snow while Bilgee
crouched down and scraped out a circle about a foot and a

half across and a couple of inches deep with his little

spade ' 17
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