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7% : The colour of the sorghum suggested that
the sun had already turned the obscured horizon a
pathetic red """
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%% : In 1923, Nine Dreams Cao had been
serving the Northern Warlord Government as magistrate
for nearly three years, and his “three torches” were
blazing. For him the early scourges were banditry,
opium, and gambling, and the only way to put the
world in order was to annihilate bandits, stamp out
opium, and outlaw gambling. His favourite punishment
was a beating with the sole of a shoe; hence his
nickname, Shoe Sole Cao the Second. A complex
individual for whom the words ‘ good’ and ‘bad’ are
woefully inadequate, he was involved in many
important ways with my family, so it is appropriate to

include him in this narrative as a link to what

follows. [101118
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1% 3 . The sound of the river reminded Father of an
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autumn night during his childhood, when the foreman of
our family business, Arhat Liu, named after Buddhist

saints ,took him crabbing on the riverbank. "
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%23 . He never knew how many sexual comedies

my grandma had performed on this dirt path, but 1
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7 : “ The heavens have smiled on you.”

knew

Commander Yu said""''"?.
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