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A Historical Analysis of Artificial Shift of
the Yellow River Course in Qing Dynasty

ZHA Yi-min
Hohat University Press Nanjing 210098  China

Abstract The historical background of the artificial shift of the Yellow River course in Qing Dynasty is analysed. Before
1855 A. D. the Yellow River had occupied the Huaihe River's Huanghai Sea-going course and the riverbed had been
silted up. Thus the Yellow River had often overflowed its banks. Its dykes had been heightened but little effect had
been achieved. This situation led some experts to propose that the old course of the Yellow River be abandoned and a new
course excavated. They proposed that the new course go through Shandong Province to the Bohai Sea. The rationality of
this method is analysed and the huge difficulty is also analysed. It is pointed out that it is one of the options to control the
Yellow River flood in the above mentioned way and that some uncertain consequences might occur if the proposal had

been adopted. That is why the proposal was never practised in controling the flood of the Yellow River.
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