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Definition and allocation of water consumption right
of ecological environment

LI Yun-lin' XIE Yong-gang' XIE Yue-bo’
1. College of Water Resources and Environment Hohai Univ. Nanjing 210098  China
2. College of Economics Heilongjiang Univ.  Harbin 150080 China

Abstract Some concepts related to ecological environment water consumption are analyzed and the concept of water
consumption right of ecological environment is proposed and defined. Then the characteristics principle method and
steps of water right allocation are discussed. It is shown that besides the common characteristics of general water rights
the water consumption right of ecological environment has two special characteristics the one is the non-free exchange
that means the exchange of the water right should be performed under government control and the other is the
characteristic of sluggishness that means the allocation of the water right may lag a little as compared with other kinds of
water right. Finally some principles that should be followed in the allocation of the water consumption right of ecological
environment are put forward including species diversity guarantee of current situation priority of water shortage areas
reasonable utilization of water resources preference of domestic water consumption fair exchange priority of natural

protection areas and so on.
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