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Fig.1 Sketch of environmental Kuznets curve
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1 1991 ~ 2001
Table 1 Wastewater discharge volume and per capita water economic income from 1991 to 2001
/ot /% / /% / / -1
1991 336 113.0 76.0 14 868
1992 359 6.8 163.9 45.0 91.4 17921
1993 355 5.7 267.8 137.0 98.0 27327
1994 365 8.6 367.3 225.0 107.0 34327
1995 415 23.5 496.6 339.5 114.3 43434
1996 416 23.8 975.5 763.3 160.1 60908
1997 416 23.8 1173.5 938.5 168.5 69 654
1998 395 17.6 1236.9 994.6 176.8 69956
1999 401 19.3 1264.8 1019.3 167.2 75 664
2000 415 23.5 1173.5 938.5 163.2 71923
2001 428 27.5 1038.8 819.3 146.6 70850
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Fig.2 Relationship between the per capita water economic
income and volume of wastewater discharge
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Analysis of water environment of China with Kuznets curve

ZHU Zhi-ming
Business School ~ Hohai Univ. Nanjing 210098  China

Abstract The curve reflecting the relationship between the volume of wastewater discharge and per capita water economic
income was drawn based on the statistical data. By analysis of some factors affecting the trend of the curve with the
corresponding model of the curve including the influences of economic development on water environment the policies
and regulations related to water environment and the status of water pollution control and remediation it is concluded
that the relationship between the water environment and water economic development in China is at the ascending part of
the Kuznets curve and that it is possible to break the trend of the water environmental Kuznets curve if some measures
are taken such as constructing water conservancy ecological environment levying tax on water environment and

establishing and improving the system for the right of pollutant discharge.
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