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Eco-environmental problems in Yangtze River Basin and
their causes of formation

YAN Wen-ming LIU Ling
State Key Laboratory of Hydrology-Water Resources and Hydraulic Engineering
Hohat University  Nanjing 210098  China

Abstract An analysis was made on some eco-environmental problems in Yangtze River Basin including water and soil
erosion and geological disasters on the upper and middle reaches the flood disasters on the middle and lower reaches the
red tides at the river estuary the water pollution in the river the variation of biodiversity and human health in the river
basin and so on and the causes of deterioration of eco-environment in the river basin were discussed. Some conclusions
are drawn as follows the sudden decrease of forest and vegetation is the main cause of water and soil erosion the
regional geographic characteristics make it possible for the formation of flood and geological disasters great amounts of
pollutant discharge result in water pollution in the Yangtze River and red tides at the river estuary the construction of
water conservancy facilities threatens the biodiversity urbanization increases the loss of floods. Finally some effective
measures for protecting and rehabilitating eco-environment in the Yangtze River Basin were proposed such as increasing
the investment in environmental construction strengthening the awareness of environmental protection paying much

attention to protection of forest and vegetation etc.
Key words Yangize River Basin eco-environment pollution forest coverage ratio water and soil erosion
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