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Edge structure and edge effect of riparian zones

XTA Ji-hong LIN Jun-qgiang YAO Li WANG Dan
College of Water Conservancy and Hydropower Engineering Hohai University ~Nanjing 210098  China

Abstract The riparian zone is a representative edge area. According to the longitudinally inlaid horizontally

transitional vertically layered and temporally dynamic characteristics the edge effect of the riparian zones was proposed.

The edge effect of riparian zones was of remarkable heterogeneity and uniqueness in the structure situation behavior and

function and so on. It was characterized by the transitional transformation dynamic fluctuation and easy operation under

the excess capacity including the geographical edge effect the ecological edge effect the buffering edge effect and the

social edge effect.
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