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Practice and thoughts on comprehensive treatment of water pollution in Taihu Lake

LV Zhen-lin
Jiangsu Water Resources Department ~ Nanjing 210093  China

Abstract This paper provides a review of practice and effects of comprehensive treatment of water pollution in Taihu
Lake in recent years. Through five years’ continuous efforts of the government preliminary achievements have been
made including the decrease of blue-green algal blooms improvement of water quality and the disappearance of black
water aggregation. Practice shows that the pollution source control blue-green algae collection ecological dredging and
water diversion are feasible measures for comprehensive treatment of water pollution in Taihu Lake. It is pointed out that
the pollution control of Taihu Lake should be based on a fundamental concept of pollution source control and the
effective measures include ecological dredging strengthening of positive interaction between rivers and lakes and
accurate recognition of the natural features of the lake. Due to the long-term pollution in Taihu Lake it is difficult to
change the algae habitat that forms in the lake in a short period. In addition the pollution load flowing into the lake has
far exceeded the pollution carrying capacity of the lake which may lead to large-scale blue-green algal blooms in cases of

suitable temperature flow and sunlight. The water environment in Taihu Lake is still facing threats.
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Fig. 6 Sketch map of expansion project of Water Diversion from Yangtze River to Taihu Lake
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