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Research hotspots and trends in tiered water pricing in China and abroad//NIU Xueting', ZHANG Fangwen®, LI
Kejing’ ( 1. School of Public Administration, Northwest University, Xi’ an 710127, China; 2. School of Management,
Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou 730070, China; 3. School of Politics, Law & Public Administration, Yan’ an
University, Yan’ an 716000, China)

Abstract: To clarify the current research progress and development trends in the field of tiered water pricing, this study
explores the research status, hotspots, and trends from 2004 to 2024. Using CiteSpace software, a bibliometric and visual
analysis was conducted on 551 journal articles from the CNKI database and 407 articles from the Web of Science database to
analyze the keywords, clusters, and emerging terms in the field of tiered water pricing both domestically and
internationally. The results indicate that a relatively dense and mature collaborative network among researchers and
institutions has yet to form in this domain; the primary journals publishing on this topic are concentrated in the fields of
environmental science and ecology. Chinese scholars focus on tiered pricing schemes and policy recommendations for
residents’ water conservation effects, primarily employing empirical research methods. In contrast, international scholars
emphasize water pricing structures and management strategies, utilizing econometric approaches to simulate the effects of
implementing tiered water pricing. Future research on tiered water pricing should continue to address energy use efficiency,
specifically focusing on the social and behavioral factors influencing energy consumption, while analyzing the bidirectional
dynamics between climate change and energy usage.
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