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Governance practices and implications of boundary water disputes based on intergovernmental consultation: a case
study on the regulation of water storage in Hongze Lake//ZHOU Zhongli ( 1. School of Marxism, Hohai University,
Nanjing 211100, China; 2. Base of Hohai University, Research Center of Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese

Characteristics for a New Era, Nanjing 211100, China)
Abstract: Water disputes between administrative divisions are among the most challenging issues in watershed
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management, making effective dispute resolution a critical concern. Taking the water storage regulation of Hongze Lake
between Jiangsu and Anhui provinces as a case study, this research examines the approaches and effectiveness of different
types of intergovernmental consultations in resolving water disputes from the perspectives of interests, institutions, and
culture. The analysis shows that whether it is the consultation between the governments at the same level, the intervention
of the higher level government, or the overall planning of the watershed managenment agencies in the basin, they have all
played a positive role in solving the problem of water diversion and storage in Hongze Lake. Given the new challenges in
China’ s watershed governance, solutions should go beyond intergovernmental negotiations and mediation. It is essential to
strengthen incentive and constraint mechanisms for shared watershed interests, advance the rule of law in watershed
governance,, promote technological innovation in water management, and eliminate the root causes of disputes to achieve
both immediate and long-term solutions.
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