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Abstract A summary was made of the advances in research at home and aboard on sediment initiation including the loose
sediment and newly sedimentary soil  the initiation model and some affecting factors. The thoughts of and results from different
research works in this area were compared and some problems existing were listed. Owing to the complexity of cohesive soil and
the different parameters adopted in different research works the initiation models of cohesive soil which have been developed in
former research works are of great differences. The factors affecting the initiation of cohesive soil mainly lie in the physical
factors geomechanical parameters and chemical characteristics. It is considered that in the further study the emphasis should
be placed on the undisturbed cohesive soil and that manipulated soil tests should be performed to find the relationship between
each affecting factor and the shear stress of initiation to analyze the mechanism of cohesive soil initiation and its affecting factors

and further to determine the physical model. Thus the inherent law can be found by information accumulation of enough soil
samples from great amount of flume tests.
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