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Abstract The trend of water consumption in some advanced countries was analyzed and a preliminary judgment of the trend of
social and economic water consumption in China was made based on a comparison of water resources utilization efficiency between
China and some other countries. Some conclusions are drawn as follows water resources utilization efficiency has been greatly
improved in China however there are obvious gaps in water resources utilization efficiency between China and other advanced
countries and China is of high potential in water-saving the efficiency of water resources utilization will be improved stably in
China and the objectives of* zero increment” and’ negative increment” of social and economic water consumption could be
realized through water-saving and water pollution remediation. Owing to the fact that it is necessary to keep the sustainable and
steady increment of national economy to implement industrialization and to face great pressure induced by population increment
in China the social and economic water consumption will increase stably at a low-rate for a considerable long period of time. It is
predicted that a water consumption peak will occur at about 2030 and then the volume of water consumption will enter a' zero
increment” period. Moreover it is pointed out that there are obvious differences in water consumption efficiency between the east
the middle and the west regions of China and the regional differences will last for a long period of time.
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3 1975 ~ 2000 m

1975 570 183 123 876 || 1986 585 154 152 891
1976 570 178 131 879 || 1987 585 154 155 894
1977 570 174 134 878 || 1988 585 154 157 896
1978 570 169 137 876 || 1989 586 154 161 901
1979 570 168 139 877 || 1990 586 156 166 908
1980 580 165 137 882 || 1991 586 159 168 913
1981 580 161 141 882 || 1992 586 158 170 914
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1985 585 156 151 892
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2000 64.09 34.64
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3
2000 ~ 2010
drlz/dl >0
2010
dru/dt < O
2010
1 2

1
J. 1995 6 2 139-144.
2
J . 2000 16 3 301-305.
3
J . 2000 28 6 135-139.
4
J. 2002 24 4 400-406.
5
J.
2003 3 42-48.
6
J. 2005 30 3 56-59.
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