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Abstract With the Nujiang River a typical ecological vulnerable area as an example the effects of hydropower development on
national economy watershed economy and industrial economy were analyzed according to the current situation of social and
economic development and main social problems in this area. Some related problems such as resettlement regional poverty
regional opening education development and the® Three Parallel Rivers”—a world natural heritage were discussed. It is
considered that the hydropower development in the Nujiang watershed brings about great positive social and economic effects for a
certain period. Finally some issues which should be emphasized in social and economic effect analysis of hydropower development
in this area were put forward.
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