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Abstract A healthy river should have an integrated ecological system as well as sound social service functions. With the
beneficial characteristics of both ecological river and scene river the healthy river is of a wide range of application. It is
considered that the evaluation indexes for river health should have such characteristics as easy to be understood ~qualitatively and
quantitatively described monitored and taken as management objectives and they should be convenient for formation of
restoration strategies. Thus an evaluation index system for healthy rivers including the flow deviation rate comprehensive
pollution index of water quality biotic integrity index of benthic macroinvertebrates longitudinal continuity of river corridors

stability of riverbed and banks condition of physical habitat width of riparian vegetated buffer strips total forest and grass cover

scenic beauty of river and practical flood control capacity was worked out and corresponding methods for river health evaluation
were put forward.
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