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Abstract The main achievements in worldwide researches on the exploitation of coastal tidal flats were reviewed and summarized
from the aspects of utilization modes development techniques environmental impacts and management methods etc. It is found
that the majority of current researches focus on comprehensive utilization of tidal flats hydrodynamic and morphologic interactions
between tidal flats and lands impact on surrounding environment and integrated management strategies. The future highlights in
researches on the exploitation of tidal flats should be as follows environmental issues raised by the development of tidal flat
resources analysis of water and sediment conditions reclamation techniques and definition of appropriate industry standards.
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