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Enlightenment on Yellow River governance from naturally developed stable channels in wandering reaches of lower
Yellow River//QI Pu, SUN Zanying, YU Shoubing ( Yellow River Institute of Hydraulic Research, Zhengzhou 450003,
China)

Abstract: The wandering reach of the lower Yellow River has steep slope, wide, shallow, scattered and ill-conditioned
a stable channel is

channels with varied river regimes. However, in the 10 km reach from Shuangjing to Laitongzhai,

developed due to the naturally formed “two-bank training project” with one side of the bank being the river restoration
project, and the other bank being composed of scour-resisted clay. In the recent two decades, including 10 years after the
operation of Xiaolangdi Reservoir, during the period when the channel was severely scoured, there were no dangerous
situations such as river flowing transversely or diagonally. This has become a unique example of the wandering reach, which

points out the future direction for harnessing the lower Yellow River. We recommend training double banks in the reach

between Laotianan and Wuzhuang for accumulating experience that stabilize completely wandering reach.
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