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Legal system for drinking water source protection in China
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Abstract Scientifically sensible legal systems for drinking water source protection are important for the water quality
security of drinking water sources and people’ s health. We analyzed the present status of the legal system for drinking
water source protection at different levels of national law administrative regulations department rules standards and
criteria  and local ordinances in China. Some defects were pointed out in the management system water sources
protection zone division water quality protection objectives water sources protection measures water sources monitoring
and warning plans for sudden accidents and public participation mechanisms. We also put forward some suggestions for

the improvement of the legal system based on experiences in other countries.
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