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Study on free access and over-exploitation of groundwater resources in rural areas
A case study of Zheng Village in Xushui County Hebei Province

QI Gu-bo CHANG Hong-lei XU Xiu-li
College of Humanities and Development  China Agricultural University Betjing 100193 China

Abstract Using a village in Hebei Province as a study case the relationships among property rights access mechanisms
and management performance were discussed based on analysis of three main factors in farmers’ access to groundwater
resources water use licenses well construction and exploitation and fee levying for water utilization. It was recognized
that the research and practice of community-based water resources management focusing on the main factors of access

mechanisms would be a promising approach to preventing groundwater over-exploration in rural China.
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