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Abstract Methods for source apportionment in aquatic environments are introduced. The theoretical principles and the
applicable conditions of the chemical mass balance multivariate analysis hybrid approaches and other methods are
reviewed. Advantages and disadvantages of the different methods are described. Research on source apportionment in
aquatic environments was influenced by the shortage of source profiles lack of historical data and weakness of
instruments and study methods. The development trends of source apportionment in aquatic environments research in

China were predicted according to present study status.
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