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Statistical analysis of sudden water pollution accidents

HAN Xiao-gang HUANG Ting-lin
School of Environment and Municipal Engineering Xi' an University of Architecture and Technology ~Xi' an 710055
China

Abstract The classification and characteristics of pollution accidents are introduced. Based on statistical analysis of
pollution accidents from 2003 to 2008 it was found that sudden water pollution accidents are the most common sudden
environmental pollution accidents. They occured with increasing frequency and posed increasingly greater danger during
that period. Illegal discharge of municipal sewage and industrial wastewater was the main cause of the accidents. Several
emergency measures aimed at common pollutants toxic and harmful substances and oil pollutants were suggested such
as enhanced conventional water treatment processes adding chemicals and using adsorption methods. The existing
problems in dealing with sudden water pollution accidents in China such as deficiencies in emergency standards

emergency monitoring and environmental risk assessment of water sources were discussed.
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