27 4 Vol.27 No.4
2011 7 WATER RESOURCES PROTECTION Jul. 2011

DOI 10.3969/j.1ssn.1004-6933.2011.04.021

= prin=3 B ) 2 =)
= WL REBZBER

1. Department of Economics Macquarie University Sydney 2109 Australia 2.
100872

) ® ©) @
®

D922.66 A 1004-6933 2011 04-0083-07

Analysis on China’ s water abstraction license and abstraction charge policies

LI Wei' SONG Guo-jun’ YANG Jing-ran’
1. Department of Economics Macquarie University ~Sydney 2109  Australia 2. Institute of Environmental Policy and
Planning  Renmin University of China  Beijing 100872  China

Abstract This paper discusses the significance of implementation of water abstraction policies in China. It argues that
the command-and-control based water abstraction licenses and the economic incentive-based water abstraction charges are
suitable for China’ s current situation as they facilitate water allocation and motivate water users to adopt water-saving
technologies. The effectiveness of water abstraction policies is influenced by the objective design of water abstraction
management mechanism and technologies and culture. Based on the environmental policy analysis framework the policy
objective and implementation mechanism of China’ s water abstraction policies were examined and several issues in the
policy design and implementation process were studied. Finally some suggestions to resolve these issues are proposed
1 clearly identifying abstraction targets 2 establishing an auditing system of water resources management by the
central government 3 improving integrated basin management 4  establishing information monitoring and public
mechanisms and 5 setting appropriate standards for water abstraction charges and building the capacity of local water

resource bureaus .
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