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Research progress on vulnerability of water resources and assessment methods at
home and abroad

CHEN Pan LI Lan ZHOU Wen-cai
State Key Laboratory of Water Resources and Hydropower Engineering Science  Wuhan University  Wuhan 430072  China

Abstract Domestic and foreign research on the vulnerability of water resources is reviewed. The concept and connotation
of the vulnerability of water resources have been summarized in the research based on which the connotation is further
clarified. The construction principles of the index system of water resources vulnerability assessment are provided and
the problems in the index system are identified. The assessment methods for the vulnerability of water resources are
summarized and their advantages and disadvantages are analyzed. The principles for selecting the assessment methods
are proposed. It is very important to change the quantitative assessment results into guidelines in practical work. The
challenges and developmental trends are also pointed out. It is believed that more study needs to be done on the aspects

of concept and connotation the index system and assessment methods.
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