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Abstract; This paper presents a review of current research on the biodegradation of pharmaceuticals and personal

care products (PPCPs) in the aqueous environment and elaborates on biodegradation kinetics of PPCPs in sewage

treatment systems and surface water. Dominant factors, including hydraulic retention time, sludge age, and

temperature, which influence the biodegradation, are analyzed. The biodegradation pathways of single bacteria and

mixed microorganisms in activated sludge are summarized for typical PPCPs classes. Furthermore, research topics

related with biodegradation of PPCPs are proposed.
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