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Research on Hanjiang River water source protection based on
environmental awareness and behavior of residents

XING Haihong
(Hanshui Culture Research Center, Shaanxi University of Technology, Hanzhong 723001, China)

Abstract: The concepts of environmental sensitivity degree, attention degree, supporting degree, and participation
degree are defined. Survey research was carried out to investigate the residents’ desire to protect the ecological
environment in the Hanjiang River water source area. The conclusions are as follows: The environmental sensitivity
degree of the residents is at the middle level. The external attention degree is relatively high but the internal
attention degree is relatively low. The awareness support degree is relatively high but the economic support degree is
relatively low. The environmental behavior involves more self-behavior adjustment but less extroversive behavior,
and the economic participation degree is low. The residents’ gender and age have insignificant effects on their
environmental awareness and behavior, but their income, level of education, and type of occupation have
significant effects on their environmental awareness and behavior. The level of education is the primary impact
factor. According to these conclusions, improving the residents’ level of education, increasing their income, and

improving the level of urbanization should be important ways of environmental protection of the water source area.
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