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Deficiencies in water pollutant discharge license management in China
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Abstract: In this paper, we discuss the deficiencies in the current Chinese pollutant discharge license system in

terms of water environmental management, and analyze their causes. We find that the main problems are as

follows: (1) the management and evaluation system is not well-developed, (2) the licensing range is not

comprehensive and not based on scientific utilization of the water environmental capacity assessment results, and

(3) there are uncertainties in the pollutant discharge indicators for the water pollutant discharge licensing. We

point out that these deficiencies are mainly attributed to the lack of strong legal support, incomplete management

system, and unadvanced technologies and skill level among professionals. We draw on successful experience in the

United States in the management of water pollutant discharge licenses, and put forward several countermeasures.
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